Hannah Arendt Denkraum
International group exhibition at the former Jewish girls’ school,
August-Strasse 11-13, Berlin-Mitte

Opening: Saturday, October 14, 2006, at 6:00 p.m
Discussion with artists: Sunday, October 14, 2006, at 6:00 p.m

“Petrification” an installation by Ram Katzir at the
Library of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Science
and Humanities , Unter den Linden 8, Berlin-Mitte

15 October - 19 November 19, 2006

To mark the 100th anniversary of the birth of the German political thinker Hannah Arendt on
October 14, 2006, a comprehensiveexhibition is being organised in Berlin, the city she leftin 1933.
It commemorates Hannah Arendt’s political thought and visualises the continuing relevance of her
political, philosophical and literary work through contemporary art.

Can identity be packed inside a suitcase? Is it possible to carry a place with you? Does our origin prede-
termine our destination? These are just a few of the que stions raised by two new installations by Ram
Katzir in Berlin.

Katzir’s first installation will be presented in the Berlin’s Library of the Akademie der Wissenschaften,
where Hannah Arendt was arre sted by the Gestapo in 1933. The library is built in the classical Prussian
style, and is one of the large st historical buildings in Berlin. Hidden behind one of the massive pillars is
a life-size suitcase (Petrification,2006), made out of Jerusalem stones and weighing 200 kilograms.
On the opposite wall is a vitrine that houses a collection of ro cks (Unpacking my library, 2006) from
Hanover, Berlin , Paris, Jerusalem , New York, Chicago , and Zuri ch, all cities in which Hannah Arendt
studied and wo tked. Do these rocks catalogue resistance? Or pay respect to the dead? The installation
addresses issues of cultural burdens and the emotional baggage each one of us carries.

Visitors to the former Jewish Girl’s School in August-Strasse will face a young child’s table and chair in
the middle of a crumbling green classroom (Milk 7e e, 2004); both table and chair are carved out of
one solid piece of Carrara marble. The result is a frozen moment that is both endearing and eerie,

a nostalgic image with morbid connotations. The table and chair are inseparable: the child that placed
them on top of each other will never return to this class. Upon leaving the classroom, one sees a pile

of white marble powder swe ptinto a corner (Faricles, 2006).

Much of Katzir’s work is deliberate Iy ambiguous, compelling the viewer to stop, think, and double-take.
Katzir works with the preceptthat we are what we see. Ram Katzir (Tel Aviv, 1969; lives and works in
Amsterdam) has exhibited his works at the Stedelik Museum, Amsterdam, the Isracl Museum, Jerusalem
and MOMA, New York. Recently he had solo exhibitions in the Herzliya Museum of Contemporary Art
and Gallery Tache Levy in Brussels. This is his first presentation in Berlin since his controve rsial 1998
solo show Malzeit (Your Coloring Book, Stage 6, Haus am Kleistpark).

The Hannah Arendt Denkraum is being organised by a team of political scientists, philosophers
and academics.

Hannah Arendt Denkraum e.V.

O riginal concept Sebastian Hefti and Dr. Wolfgang Heuer

Zeam Dr. Wolfgang Heuer, (FU Berlin, editor of the Hannah Arendt Newsletter)
Prof. Hermann Pfiitze (German Society for Ae sthetics)

Katharina Kaiser (Haus am Kleistpark, Berlin)

Curawr Dr. Peter Funken (scientist in fine arts, free curator)

www.hannaharendt-denkraim.com / www.ramkatzir.com






